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. SERMON feet; and with twain he did fly. And) not been long at haven when he | that cause which he had been accused 

ON THE GODHEAD OF CHRIST. one cried unto another, and said Holy, | was informed, that the Spaniards had | of deserting, he gradually delivered his 
Continued. holy, holy, is the Lord of Hoste, the; pillaged Oudewater. Impatient to as- 


Fourthly. All his miracles were 
wrought in hisown name, or by his own 
immediate power. When he cleanses 


ihe leper, he saye, “1 will, be thou + Lord of Hosts.” 


lean.” When he heals the Centar- 
ion’s servant, he says, “ Go thy way, 
and as thou hast believed, so be it done 
unto thee.” When, he heals Peter’s 
wife, he touches her hand, and the fe+ 
ver immediately leaves her. To the 
nobleman of Capernaum, he says, “ Go 
thy way, thy son liveth-” To the im - 
potent man at the pool of Bethesda, as 
in another place to the paralytic, Rise 
take up thy bed and walk.” To the 
woman diseased with an issue, * Daugh- 
ter be of good comfort, thy faith hath 
made thee whole.” Which expression 
or another similar to it, “ According 
to thy faith, so be it done unto thee,” 
was a fayourite phrase of our Lord’s * 
but on whom was this faith to be exer- 
cised, except on himself. ‘To the maa 
with the withered arm, he said, “Stretch 
forth thine hand-” ‘To the woman of 
Canaan, “ Be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt.” To the barren fig-tree, “ Let 
no fruit grow.on thee. hencelyusth for- 
ever.” ‘Fo patrified Lazarus, “‘Laze 
rus, come forth.” To thecevil;“Hold 
thy peace, and come out,” or the fike 
words, and they immediately obey. 
To the dead corpse at Vain, ‘* Young 
man, I say unto thee, arise..? He re- 
bukes the winds, and says to the sea, 
* Peace, be still.” To the deceased 
daughter of Jairus, be says, ** Maid, 
arise.” Agreeably to these he says of 
himself, in John v. 19- What things 
soever he (that is, the Father) doth, 
these also doth the Son likewise.” 
Lastly. ‘To bim the inspired writ- 
ers attribute the works of grace and-re- 
generation on the souls of men equally 
with tbe Father. Rom. i. 7. * Grace 
be to you, and peace from God our Fa- 
ther, and from the Lord Jesus Christ ;” 
which is the ordipary salutation of St. 
Paul, in the beginning of his epistles, 
And in Joehe sv. 5. our Lord’ deciae* 
expressly, ** Without me ye can do 
nothing.” And that blessed Spirit, by 
whose sacred operations every thiog 
good in the soul of man is wrought, is 
frequently styled the Spirit of Christ. « 


As the evident cdlisequeaces of these | 


whole ecarthiis full of bis giory-”. And 
in the 5th verse the prophet says again 
“ Bline eyes have seen the King, the 
That these words 
were spoken of our blessed Lord, is 
most evident from Joba xij, 41. where 
the evangelist, speaking r Saviour 
and having quoted a passagé cut of that 
very chapter of Isaiah, immediately 
observes, “ These things, eaid Esai 

at, when he saw his giery and spake of 
him.”’ 





FOR Zion’S HERALD. 


Mr. Editor, 


municatton of * An Armuioian,” in your 
paper of May the Ist—rt was a subject 
which I have long wished that some 
able pen would brivg before the public. 
It appears to me that the real senti- 
ments of James Arminius have been 
strangely perverted. I have. often 
heard preachers of the Calyinistic or- 
der exclaim against Arminianism, when 
I thought they themselves did not un- 
derstand it ; in particular,not long since, 
| J heard a young man from Andover [n- 
stitution, preach of the subject of Re- 
pentance, and as far as I am acquainted 
with the sentiments of Armuuus, he 
preached what | should call genuine 
Arminianism ; but before he closed his 
discourse, he told his hearers that the 
Arminians were unacquaiated with the 
subject of Repentance, the same as the 
Pharisees!! [lt appears to me that 
many associate with it Unitarianism, So- 
cinianism, and many other isms, which 
this emirent scholar and divine abhor- 
red. On another occasion I heard an 
aged minister observe, “ to use,” said 
he, “the language of an American Di- 
vine, Arminianism and Antinomianism 
are the two thieves between which 
Christ was crucified”—the thought im- 
| mediately occured to my mind, if that 
was the case, Arminianism was the 
thief te which our Lord said, “ to day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

think the following account of this Re- 
former and servant of Christ, taken 
from the New Edinburgh Encyclopee- 
‘dia, will nat be uninteresting to your 
readers. AwNoTHER ARMINIAN. 


James Anis, the founder of the 


texts, among hundreds’ef others, which i Arminian sect, was bore at Oudewater, 


might be produced on the various” di- 
visions of the argument, are strong aud 
effectual for the establishment of the 
important decteine of Christ's supreme 
divinity, se the same may be proved 
directly, from those texts where he’ is 
absolutely called God, or Jexovali, or 
Lord of Hosts ; a8 also from these texts 
where such titles are adjoined to the 
word God when applied to our blessed 
Saviour, as do restrain the word to ‘its 
highost and most proper signi 
and so demonstrate him. to be God by 
nature, and not only by office. a 
Frist.“ In the Old Testament we 
read, fsa."vi. f. + > teat | ‘saw-the Lord 
sitting upon a throne high and hifted ap 
and his train filled the temple. - Above 
it stood the seraphims:each’ one had 
six wings ; with twaiw ke covered his 
face, and with twain he covered his | 





lost his father in infancy, he was be- 
friended’ bya priest, who, though be- 
longing tothe charch of Rome, had a 
strong attachment to the principles of 
the reformed. From this person, with 
whose name we are not acquainted, he 
received the first rudiments of learn- 
ing, and experienced all the attention 
which -his tender years’ and destitute 
situation required. While’ proceeding 
with bis education af Utee t, death de- 
| prived him of. bis. 1s patron.— 
Such an -event, at et et 
not fail tobe detrimental to bis interests. 
‘But he wae prevented from feeling all 
bates regan garg" 

(ryman Rodolphus Snellius, who took 
him under his protection, and, conduct | 
ing bim fo Marpurgh, assisted him in 
.he prosecution of his studies. He had 





I was much gratified with the com- 


in Holland, in the year-1560. Having 


certain the truth; and to learn the par- 
ticalars of this afflicting intelligence,he 
immediately formed the gesoh:-ioa of 
Tepairing to the spot in person. At 
this time he was only fifteen years of 
age, in poor circumstances, at a great 
distance from Oudewater, obliged to 
travel all the way on foot, and withoat 
any purpose to serve, except the grati- 
fication of a curiosity at once tender and 
distressing. But all this did not deter 
him from undertakmg, nor hinder him 
from performing, the journey. On bis 
arrival, he found the place of his na- 
tivity ome scene of carnage and desola- 
tion. His mother, his sister, his broth- 
ers, all his relations, and the greater 
part of the inhabitants, had been cruel- 
ly put to the sword; and every object 
that had been endeared to his infant 
mind, stained with the blood of his fel. 
low-citizens and his kindred. Unable 
to endure the dismal sight, and over- 
whelmed with grief and melancholy, 
he instantly returned to Marpurgh.— 
From Marpurgh he went to Leyden, 
where an university had been lately 
founded. Daring his residence there, 
he made great proficiency in the differ. 
ent branches of learning to which he 
appliec,and by bis good conduct acquir- 
ed the respect and esteem of all who 
knew him. With the view of complet- 
ing bis education, the magistrates of 
Amsterdam, at their owd expense, sent 
him, in 1582, to Geneva, where he was 
chiefly employed im attending the lec- 
tures of Theodore Beza. Put having 
given great offence to the leading mem- 
bers of the academy, by maintaining, 
and even teaching the philosophy of 
Ramus, he soon found it expedient to 
leave that city. He retired to Basil.— 
There he was received with every 
marie of attention. [le read public lec- 
tures with great applause; and gave 
such universal satisfaction, that the fac- 
ulfy of Divinity, gratuitously offered 
him a doctor’s degree, which,however, 
he thoeght proper to decline. Return- 
ing to Geneva, he found that, daring 
his absenee, the violence of his adver- 
saries had abated, and, unw to pro- 
voke them by a renewal of the contro- 
versy, he no longer contended with 
zeal'for the superiority of Ramus over 
Aristotle. Soon after this, he gratified 
a desire, which he ‘aa long cherished, 
to visit ‘Italy, and especially to hear. the 
lectures of the celebrated James Zaba-' 





rella at Padua. This journey, which 
occupied six or seven months, had near- 
ly alienated from him the affections of 
the people and magistrates of Amster- 


Wank “Tt was w reported by bis 
powtaprt pines Psat many 
of his friends, pone ait the 
Pope's toe, associntad sith eneabomee 








h > dictat pate 


character from obloquy, and regained 
the popularity which he bad undeser- 
vedly lost. 

Hitherto Arminius had been a sup- 
porter of ,the Calvinistic school ; but 
the period. now arrived when his doc- 
trinal views were to undergo. a very 


important revolution. And it is worthy 


of particular notice, that the convictions 
which a long and laborious course of 
theological study had failed to produce, 
were occasioned by an inquiry which 
he entered upon to serve a tempo- 
rary and an.opposite purpose. He was 
requested by Martin Lydius, professor 
of divinity at Francker, to answer a 
work, in which the supralapsarian 
scheme of predestination was opposed 
by some ministers.of Delft, While em- 
ployed in the investigations necessary 
for that purpose, he became a convert 
to the doctrine he had undertaken to 
refute, and even carried it furtherthan 
those by whom it had been maintained. 
He condemned the notion of absolate 
decrees, and particolar election, as un- 
scriptural, irrational, and dangerous; 


.and held, that Chaist died, not for ase- 


tect number, but for all men without 


exception; and that sone bave been 


chosen to eterual life, except those who 
God foresaw would believe and obey 
the gospel. This change in the senti- 
ments of Arminius, which took place in 
1591, gave great offence,as might have 
been expected, to the followers of Cal- 
vin, who regarded him not merely as a 
breacher of erroneous opinions, but as 
apostate from that system in which he 
had been strictly educated, aod which 
he was bound by many considerations, 
to defend. At Amsterdam, particular- 
ly, where he was officiating, he was 
vehemently accused of departing from 
the received doctrine, and threatened 
with the most injurious treatment.— 
But he remained firm amidst these dis- 
couragements, and was saved by the in- 
terposition of the authority of the mag- 
istrates, . 

Afier being minister in Amsterdam 
for Gfteen years, during which: he had 
given uncommon satisfaction as a prea- 
cher, and acquired unive t as 
a man and as a citizen, he was promot- 
ed to the divinity chair at Leyden, as 
suctessor to Francis Junius, in 1603.— 
In that important situation, he felt it to 
be his duty to make a more public pro- 
fession of his {principles thaw he had 
hitherto done, and. to improve the op- 
portunity which his new academical ap- 
pointment afipvded him of teaching them 
to rs. To this. line of .conduct, 
which was bold and dangerous, be was 
determined by several circumstances 
His attachment to truth, and his zea; 
for its propagation, were sufficient of. 
themselves to make him avow:-his hos- 
| tility to any prevalent errop of 
ous and important a be sod “4 


might ‘be 
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and also, that the 
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ing public law. 


not to destroy, their author. 


of the combatants. 


where Calvinism was the prevailing 
system, and where, of course, Armini- 
us had to contend with a multitade of 
enemies. ‘The interests of religion, 
and the peace of the community, being 


threatened by the violent and growing 


debate which his new opinions had oc- 
casioned, he was several times sum- 


moned to the Hague, to give an account 
of his doctrine. But it had proceeded 
‘too far, it had excited too general an in- 
terest, it had too much involved the 


character and roused - the passions of 


the contending parties, to terminate by 
such an interference. Arminius him- 
self, however, was soon removed from 
it. The disagreeable - nature of; the 
contest, his anxiety about its progress 
and final result, the intense application 
and unceasing Jabour which it cost him, 
and his distress at finding his reputation 
calumniated in consequence of what he 
deemed an avowal of the truth, brought 
on a complication of distempers, of 
which he died, Uctober 19, 1609. 
By all, except the bigoted few, who 
are s@ much attached to the doctrines 
of election and reprobation as to think 
a belief in them necessary to salvation 
Arminius has ever been regarded as a 
man of unaffected piety and upright 
conduct, of principles and of character 
that were truly Christian, and fully jus- 
tified the hopes of immortality: which 
supported him through life, and consol- 
ed him at death. His learning was 
considerable ; his understanding Wasat 
once solid and acute ; his discourses 
from the pulpit were iipressive, efo-| 
quent, and useful ; his labours as a min- 
ister, and as a professor of divinity, 
were faithful and productive ; his pri- 
vate life was animated with the’ spirit, 
‘and adorned with the grace, of the re- 
ligion which he taught; and his writ- 
‘ings which are more excellent than nu- 
merous, though in many places defor- 
med by that scholastic jargon which 
_Characterized-his age, and-in. some <A 
a coarsness and bitterness of invective, 

which in his case excites more regret 
than surprise, are distinguished by a 
great deal of accurate thinking, by dis- 
tinct views.of the subjects he discus- 
ses, and by a simple and perspicuous 
style. 





ORIGIN OF NEWSPAPERS, 
(Concluded from last page.) 


‘quished to the heirs and successorsiof An-} 


drew Anderson, the printer to the queen, to 
the city and'to the college. Yet Watsonstil! | 
‘hoped for profit, or honor from printing a 


Belgic doctors were 
under no obligation to maintain the 
creed of Calvin, either from their own 
confession of Faith, or from any exist. 
Actuated and eacour- 
aged by these considerations, he pro- 
ceeded to attack the doctrine of abso- 
lute decrees with the utmost freedom, 
and to inculcate on his pupils, and all 
who came within the reach of his in, 
structions, a more enlarged and comfor- 
table view of the divine mercy than 
had been generally entertained : And 
many, convinced by his reasonings, or 
glad to find such a bold and able sup- 
porter of what they had already be- 
lieved in secret, openly embraced the 
system which he taught, and became 
his avowed followers. He experienc- 
eda very keen and powerful opposi- 
tion from his colleague, Francis Gomar. 
who was alarmed at the heterodoxy of 
‘his tenets ,and latoured strenuously to 
arrest their progress, and to expose, if 
The dis- 
putes grew so hot at last in the univer- 
sity, that the States appointed confer- 
ences to be held between him and his 
adversaries, which produced no other 
effect, however, than that of confrm- 
ing the opinions, and inflaming the zeal 
Nor was the con- 
troversy confined to the university of 
Leyden. It raged over all Holland, 


nor retarded it by their declamations. 


and in March 1710, the North Tatler, which 
was printed by John Reid for Samuel Colvil. 

“* The year 1715 is also the epoch when the 
commercial city of Glasgow first enjoyed the 
advantages of a news-paper. The Glasgow 
Courant alone was then equal to her wants. 
Her traffic,ber opulence, and her knowledge, 
give circulation, at present, to a Journal, a 
Mercury, an Advertiser, and a Courier. 

“The printing of a news-paper at Glas- 


other news-papers at Edinburgh. In March 
1714, Robert Brown began to print the Ed- 
inburgh Gagette, or Scots Postman, on Tues- 
day and Thursday in every week. On the 
24th of December 1718, the town council 
gave an exclusive privilege to James M’Ew- 
en, stationer- burgess, to pub!iah three times 
a week, the Edinburgh Evening Courant; 
“the said James being obliged, before pub- 
lication, to give ane coppie of his print to the 
magistrates.” This Paper continues to be 
published by David Ramsay, though I am 
unable to tell whether he comply with the 
original condition, of giving ane coppie of 
his print to the present magistrates,” 


DERALD. 


BOSTON, THURSDAY, MAY 22. 
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We have cheertully complied with the 
wishes of an attentive correspondent, on our 
first page, in publishing the notice of the life 
of James Arminius. The character of this 
distinguished scholar should be more gen- 
erally known, in order to correct the mis- 
tatements and aspersions of bigotry and igno- 
rance. So great has been thie hostility to 
his doctrines even in this country, until with- 
in a few years, that his followers deemed it 
prudent not to makea public avowel of them, 
directly. atthe present time, among a-cer- 
tain class af Christians, “ an Arminian” is 
detested, and viewed in no greater light than 
that of the professed infidel. With some 
people the terms orthodoxy and Calvinism 
are synonymous; and all who do not rank on 
the side of the la:ter are persecuted as ina 
league with Satan. It is gravely asserted 
that there are no reviva/ein Arminian church- 
es,of course they are spurious. If a revival be 
a test of the genuineness of a doctrine, we 
conceive there is as much evidence of it a. 
mong the Arminians as the Calvinists, the 
fruits of which are full as evangelical. What 
will be said of the reformations among the 
Wesleyan Method’sts? Are not these revi- 
vals, and have they not been attended with 
as happy and as glorious fruits as those of 
any other church whatever ? The founder of 
Methodism and his followers, in general, 
have enlisted on the side of Arminius; and 
it will not be thought invidious to say that 
there is no sect more engaged, or more de- 
voted in the service of their great master. 

In respect to John Calvin it may be ob- 
served, and it is « tribute due to his memo- 
ry, that he was.a man of strong natural pow- 
ers; a distinguished scholar and one of the 
greatest civilians of his age; and if he had 
confined hig.abilities to the civil law and left 
the science of theology to others, he would 
in our opinion, have rendered much more 
benefit te society, and promoted in a more 
eminent degree, the glory of his Maker.— 
The celebrated Rousseau bears the foliow- 
ing testimony to his merit, “Those whacon- 
sider Calvin only as a theologist, know but 
little of his comprehensive genius. The di- 
gest of our laws, in which he had a consid- 

erable share, do him as much honor as his 

religious system ; and what revolution soev- 

er time may effect in our public worship, 

the memory of this great man will continue 

to be revered so long as patriotism. and a 

sense of liberty survive among us.” 

In condemning the dogmas of Calvin, we 

by no means, wish to be understood as re- 

jecting all who subscribe to that faith ; there 

hasbeen inthe church a long list of worthies, 

exemplary men, pious Christians who have 

earnestly contended for the faith as promul- 

gated by him, and considered as sound and 


evangelical. It is the arrogance of many 
that is. le, in assuming to themselves 
the only title to orthodoxy, the right of judg- 





-news-papes,- Aad in September, 1705, he | 


tinued to print, beyond the year 1718, At 
the epoch of the Union, Scotland had thus 
successively acquired three news-papers, 
which were all published at Edinburgh ; but 
neither promoted that measure by their facts, 


“To the Gazette, the Edinburgh Courant, 
and the Scots Courant, were added, in Oc. 
tober 1708, the Edinburgh Flying Post ; in 
August 1709, the Scots Postman, which was 
printed by John Moncur for David Fearne; 


gow did not prevent the establishment of 


“* Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the | 


seeth, but who looketh at the heart. 
— > ___] 

TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
The preachers of the New-Exciayxp 
Conrerence will hold their annual assem- 
bly at Providence on the 12th of June next, 
Our Patrons will have the goodness to recol- 
lect that the Methodist clergy, from all parts 
of N. England, will be present at that time, 
and they will have a good opportunity to 
send their pay for the Herald for the year ;— 
the half year is almost expired, when anoth- 
er payment becomes due. The conditions 
were, that they should pay half yearly, 1x 
ADvANcE. The publishers have incurred 
great expences in the undertaking, and 
prompt payment is expected as-an induce- 
ment for them to persevere. They tender 
with gratitude their acknowledgments to 
those who have complied with the conditions 
whieh has enabled them to proeeed thus far 
-with the work, they hope.and.believe with 
satisfaction. . oe 
Those who have not subscribed to the 
Paper, are informed that they can have the 
back numbers from the commencement, to 
complete the volume. An index and title 
page will be given at the end of the year,— 
The paper contains much useful, interesting 
and entertaining matter, selected with great 
care, a8 well as original communications ; 
and much pains have been taken to render 
it a valuable source of instruction to that class 
of Christians for whom it was primarily de- 
‘| Signed, and they believe thatno one who exe 
amines the numbers already printed, will re- 


a complete volume; they have, therefore, 
been at the expense of printing many num- 
bers over and above their subscription list, 
that patrons might not be disappointed, 
FOR gZIoN’S HERALD. 

Mr. Editor, 

In your last I made some remarks on the 
clerical profession, it isa subject which | 
consider of vast importance, the responsibili- 
ty of which I fear is not sufficiently realized 
by many; permit me to offer a few more 
remarks on the same subject. 
The servant of Jesus Christ who is set apart 
as his steward, should be faithful, and de- 
vote his whole time to His service. To 
his custody are committed the immortal souls 
of his fellow creatures. Their salvation or 
damnation may, in a degree, depend upon 
him; what an awful consideration ! What 
vast responsibility! In the hands ef the 
gospel minister, Christ has invested the keys 
of his kingdom, and requires faithfulness. — 
God hath made him an instrument to dis- 
pense the means of grace by which he ordi- 
narily converts sinners; henee the impor. 
tance of being thoroughly furnished for the 
momentous work. 

“I venerate the man whose heart is warm, 
Whose hends are pure, whose doctrine and 
whose life 

Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 

That he is honest in the sacred cause. 

To such I render more than mere respect 
Whose actions say that they respect them- 
selves; 

But Joose in mortals and in manners vain 
From such Apostles, O ye mitred heads 
Preserve the church ; and lay not careless 
hands a 

Qa: ‘sculls that cannot teack and will net; 
learn.” ¥M, 
lathe man of any profession who neglects 
his own occupation respected? Is not in- 
dustry commendable in all, while idleness . 
in contemned? “ Seest thoua mansdilligent 
in his business, he shall stand before kings, 
he shall not stand before mean men.’? The 
sin of idleness is never more odious than in 
a minister of the gospel. Of all God's crea- 
tures, an idle, slothful minister is the most 
contemptible. Shail he who is Permitted to 
enter the holy of Holies be indifferent as to 
his qualifications? Shall he be negligent of 
his appearance before the king of kings ?— 
Shall.he, whe is appointed by the highest 
authority in heaven, as a Watchman, be in- 
different to his post? Ifa shepherd refuses 
to attend to his flock, will the sheep be safe? 
The idle, negligent minister cannot be said 
to watch for sou/s as those who must zite an 
aecount ; he does not realize the obligation 


spect; “* Thus saith the Lord God. Behold 
1 am against the shepherds, and [ will re. 
quire my flock at their hands, and cause 
them to cease from feeding the flock.» 


It would be 
well for religion if names were abolished, 
that men were known only as Christians,and 
their speculative notions were left to the 
Judge and Maker of all whaseeth not as nuin 


fuse the sum of $2 50, to be in Possession of 


he is under to his Lord and, master in this re. | 








upon his right eye, his arm shall be clean 
dried up and his right eye utterly darkened,» 
The minister of Jesus Christ should bring 
out of his treasury things new and old, Ple. 
nary inspiration: at this age of the world i, 
not to be expected, The idea is fast loos. 
ing ground among all Christians, If this 
were the case, with the eegenerated,and they 
were to receive their instruction by imme, 
diate inspiration, without any act of their 
own, the scriptures would be unnecessary, 
and the injunction to Timothy, to give him- 
self to reading, meditation and prayer, nn. 
gatory. It appears rational and scriptural, 
that ministers should devote their whole 
time either to study, to meditation, to prayer 
or in some such way, torender themselves 
useful to their flock, and to the world. In 
this way they would ayoid the charge of 
preaching repititions and nothing new ; by 
which means they loose the attention and 
respect of a large portion of the well-inform, 
ed, and without respect, it is impossible fora 
minister to be profitable to his hearers. The 
science of divinity resembles a field whose 
bounds are infinite; its horizon recedes as 
‘we! advance ; every step presents us with 
new pleasures, and to the industrious, un, 
speakable riches and delight. Boundless as 
its object ; glorious as His attributes is the 
science of the gospel. The whole scenery 
of nature is open to the christian student, 
who 
‘* Sees God in clouds and hears Him. in the 
winds.” 
He can derive ideas of the transcendant ate 
tributes and glorious perfections of deity, 
from every minutiae of nature. Every de. 
lightful scene isa picture of the leve and 
goodness of God, and inspires sentiments of 
devotion in every contemplative mind. The 
volume of revelation affords a never ceas. 
ing fund of instruction, entertainment and 
delight ; and it brings with it an injunction, 
ne less solemn than imperious, * Search the 
scriptures.” He, who would be idle and 
complain for want of employment, or spend 
his time unnecessarily from his closet under 
these advantages and solemn considerations, 
can neither be a good member of society, nor 
a faithful servant of his Lord and master. 
The children of Leviin whom was the or- 
der of priesthood, had no land inheritance 
with the other tribes of Israel, For this ob- 
vious reason, they were to receive their 
maintenance, from their brethren, and their 
time and talents were to be devoted to the 
service of God and the good of society.— 
They were industriously to study the law 
and word of God and te minister in the tem. 
ple and at the altar. If God had designed 
that priests should neglect the business of 
their calling and attend to worldly affairs, 
why did he make this reserve? Why did 
the Apostle remark that ‘ they who preach 
the gospel should live of the gospel?” It 
needs not a moment’s consideration to de- 
termine the question. _ 
SENECA. 











= ~ 
INTELLIGENCE. 
DECLINE OF SUPERSTITION. 
Mrs. Rowe of the English Baptist Mis. 
sion in India, writes from Digah, to a young 
lady in New York, as follows -— 
** You will be pleased by the following inci- 
dent,tohearthat the authorities begin tocheck 
the effusion of human blood in the supersti- 
tious rites of the heathen. At Alabahad,the 
natives having assembled from all’ quarters 
to make the necessary offering to the Gan- 
ges, @ proclamation was received from the 
chief magistrate, that whoever should be 


| fgund to have assisted in the drowning of a. 


nother, should be apprehended,and suffer the 
penalty of the law for murder ;0n which, 
the thousands dispersed very contentedly, 
without making any-dacrifice of life. Let. us 
rejoice, that the-attempt has been made to 
prevent immolations at festivals, and that the 
natives so passively yield. A few months 
ago the burning of a widow was prevented 
in like manner : the scene was nearly oppo- 
site our house, in a fruit grove. 

“Iam, happy to.say our native school 
Prospers. At this moment one of our rooms 
is filled with boys and girls from Mowpoo- 
ra, a village four miles distant ; four of the 
girls have ona reward.suit of blue India cot- 
ton, which I gave them for- having learned 
half through the Hindoo spelling book.” 


=== 
Waste places in Pennsyleania.—Rev. Mr, 
Sitgreaves, who has lately visited the set- 
tlements en the Wyalusing and Susquehan- 
nah, reports that he found a destitute region. 
pCO. contains a population of 


12,000, and yet possesses but two resident 


a Baptist and @ Methodist. A 
very large portion of this population is Epis- 
copal: - Mr. S. found that reading meetings 
were held in some places, and people were 








but who manifest equally as much piety by 


flocks, the sword shall be-upon his arm and 


desirous of havin. presthing. 
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Recent from the S. Sea Llands. 
A letter from London states, that -intelli- 
rence has been lately received, of this pur- 
port. A vessel left Otaheite with four na- 
tive missionaries and their wives, accompa- 
nied by three native missionaries from Eimeo 
for an Island about 300 miles distant [name 
not given.] On their arrival, two hostile 
armies were drawn up in battle array, at 
only one mile distance, preparing for the 
murderous conflict. The missionaries suc- 
ceeded in effecting a reconciliation ; friend- 
ship was restored ; and their idol gods were 
sooncommited to the flames. A bloodless 
victory over the powers of darkness. 
= 

In Athens, Bradford County, Pa. a revival 
commenced about three months ago, among 
the members of the church—feeling that 
they had indulged in unwarrantable stupid- 
ity, they were led to coafess their faults one 
to another, and to cherish a deep concern 
for the salvation of sinners around. them ;— 
they resolved to visit families and individu- 
als—to warn them to flee from the wrath to 
come ;—the result was, thata number wee 
soon found to be under conviction of, sih and 
of the necessity of achange of heart.” Dur- 
jng the months of February, March, and a 
part of April, upwards of thirty-five in the 
small congregation gave hopeful evidence of 
being born again. Among these are some 
of the most hardened and abandoned. “ The 
self-righteous, the universalist, the open in- 
fidel and scofter, have been humbled to cry 
for mercy, and now rejoice in hope.” “ The 
most influential men of the place are among 
the subjects of the work ; ofthese are two 
gentlemen of the bar, and two physi- 
cians,” 

From the Columbian Star, we leafn, that 
at Westberough in this State, the fruits of 
the existing revival, are ninety-nine persons 
either added to the Baptist and Congrega- 
tional Churches, er propounded for admis- 
sion—and that numbers more, are under 
deep andsolemn convictions. The adjoin- 
ing towns share in the work. 





A very pleasing attention to religion com- 
menced at Kennebunk-port about the first of 
April. 

The Wesleyan Missionary Society have 
lately sent missionaries to the Shetland Isles. 
Mr. Dunn, one of the Missionaries, preach- 
ed atthe island of Vaila, where a sermon 
had net been preached for 80 years. The 
inhabitants of these neglected isles, appear to 
receive the word with gladness; and there 
is a prospect of establishing several socie- 
ties. 





In the town of Bradford, Yorkshire, Eng. 
the Methodists have upwards of 1000 in so- 
ciety out of a population of 15,000 ; and 
there are hundreds of pious people connected 
with the Established Church, with the Inde- 
pendents, and with the Baptists. So that 
the influence of religion must be very exten- 
sive. Fournew Methodist Chapels are men- 
tioned as being lately opened. 

A Letter from Rowe, to the editor, dated 
May 15, states that the revival in that place 


continues. 
eer. 








News ¢. 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC. 


WAR! WAR! 

By an arrival at N. York, we learn that 
WAR HAS POSSITIVELY BEEN. DE- 
CLARED BY FRANCE AGAINST 
SPAIN, and that the French army had had 
an engagement with a small corps of French 
and Italian refugees who had taken up arms 
in the cause of the Spaniards. All ‘the’ Con- 
stitutional Spaniards in France are ordered 
to leave the kingdom. In our next we shall 
give the particulars, 

















Gibraltar, March 27. 

His Catholic Majesty sat out from his 
Capital for Seville on the 20th inst. at 
8 o’clock in the morning, with the Roy- 
al Family, The day before, the Queen 
had been reported to the Cortes to con- 
nue in the same state ; the king is 
that of a person gradually recovering 
from a fit of the gout; and Cagdinal 
Bourbon bad breathed his last. His 
Majesty’s person and suit are escorted 
by a respectable column of foot and 
horse, which will be successively re- 
lieved by troops stationed all. a the 
road for this pu “ The inhabi- 


tants of Madrid (says the Universal 
are sorry for the departure of the ting 
and Government; but they are sensible 
that the sacrifice to which they sab. 
mit, Is of the greatest importance, and 







‘more effectually than many victories, 


| beyond the Seas. 


) ‘pointed by the Mayor and Aldermen to de- 





that this measure alone will centribute, 


to defeat the plans of our enemies.” . - 
The Cortes have lately been engaged 
in discussing certain Instructions for the 
administration of the Spanish Provinces 


=— 
MUNICIPAL COURT. 

The Hon. Peter O. Thacher, having 
been appointed and commissioned as Judge 
of the Municipal Court of the City of Bos- 
ton, (in the room of the Hon. Josiah Quincy 
elected Mayor,)—we understand that 
the May Term, of this Court, proceed- 
ed in its usual course on Monday last, at 
9, A. M.—-at the City Court House, in Lev- 
erett-street—and that the Grand Jury, and 
Traverse Juries, attended at that time and 
place. 


Charles Pelham Curtis, Esq. has been ap- 


liver the oration before the Municipal Author- 
itiegat the anniversary celebration on the 
4th of July next. 

Harvard College.—The students of this 
College are stated to have become so rebel- 
Fious as to render a Commencement next 
season very improbable. Almost the whole 
senior class had left College. The rebel- 
lion is said to have arisen from the dissatis- 
faction at the appointments for the Com- 
mencement exercises, and that all the stud- 
ents of the senior class, with the exception 
of ten or fifteen, have bound themselves by 
an oath to take no part in the Commence- 
meat.—.V. ¥. Cum. Adv. 





A ROGUE DETECTED. 

We understand that a person was exam- 
ined before the Police Court on Thursday 
last, who was apprehended the night pre- 
vious in the act of entering the office of 
Mr. Samuel Dana. Mr. Dana had had sus- 
picions before of some person having enter- 
ed hi- office, and attempted to open his vault 
by false keys, from the circumstance of some 
wax adhering to his own key. Accordingly 
he procured two of our vigilant constables* 
Messrs Braman and Sawtel, to remain in the 
office during the night. About 11 o’clock, 
they heard the noise of some person eutering 
and approaching the vault; they instantly 
secured him, he making vociferous outcries 
for help, a circumstance which in concur- 
rence with some others on a former night, 
leads us to suppose he had associates. Bail 
was required of him in $1,500, and for want 
of ithe was committed to jail. He calls his 
name Louis Du Bois, isa tall stout man, 
and appears to be a Frenchman. 

Statesman. 





A man was recently beaten very seriously 
and supposed to have been robbed, on the 
Hill, in this city, and is, we understand, 
since dead. A person has been apprehend- 
ed, examined, and committed, who is sup- 
posed to have been an accessory in the af- 
fair. But the person who is supposed to 
have been principally concerned in it has 
gone off. Ibid. 





MORE ACCOUNTS OF PIRACIES. 

It was reported at St. Jago, Cuba, April 
22d,that two piratical schrs.had been captur- 
ed and sunk off that place, an American brig 
(supposed to be the Hyperion, bound to 
Marseilles) and a French brig bound to Mar- 
tinieo. It wasalso said, that they had mur- 
dered the crews. Two men had escaped in 
the boat of the French brig, and arrived at 
St. Jago. 

The noted pirate, William Smith, who 
' plundered and burnt last year, the brig Al- 
exander, of Glasgow, and murdered Capt. 
Ferguson her commander, bas been recogni- 
zed in Mavana.—He was ex#mined and 
consmitted to prison, and would be deliver- 
ed oyer to a British ship of war. 

=e 
4 Legislature of Connecticut. 

The petition of sundry Episcopalians, 
praying for the establishment of a Col- 
lege, was presented and read. 

The bill for an act concerning crimes 
and punishments empowering justices 
of the peace to send culprits to the 
Work house in cases of petty offences, 
&c, was read the third time. 

The bill te abolish imprisonment for 
debt, excepting in cases of fraud, had 
a second reading, , : 


N. K. G. Oliver, Esq. has been chosen 
Master in the reading and Grammer depart- 
ments of the new School in Middle street; 
and Mr. Peter Mackintosh, Jun Master in 
‘the department of Writing and Arithme- 
tic. 





i 


| ‘The Cabinet-Maiters in the city of New- 


any mechanic art, particularly that of Cabi- 


York have hada meeting, and adopted’ cer_ | 


net-making. 





A Foundling. - 
On Saturday evening, about 9 o’clock 
a female infant was found, deposited in 
a basket, on the door step of a wealthy 
gentleman in chesnut street, having at- 
tracted the notice of the family by its 
cries, It is a fine child two or three 
months old, and was very handsomely. 
and comfortably clothed. On Tuesday 
evening, a bundle of cloths was left at 
the door of the asylum in this town, 
where the child was first carried after 
it was found, with a note stating that 
the infant was nearly three mouths old, 
and that its name was Harriet Newhall 
Fitzherbert —No discovery has been 
made of its unnatural parents, whose 
consciences, unless seared, must be 


struck hy this act of inhumanity. 
Salem Observer. 
The Hon. Judge Thatcher (succes- 
sor to Judge Quincy), at the opening of 
the Municipal Court on Monday,made an 
eloquent speech, the delivery of which 
occupied nearly three minutes, ! ! 





The connection between Rev. Mr. 
Whitaker and the first Congregational 
Society in New Bedford, is to be dis- 
olved by advice of ‘a mutual ecclesi- 
astical council.” 

The pastoral connection between 
the Rev, Stephen S. Nelson, and the 
first Baptist Society in Plymouth has 
been dissolved. 





It has already been mentioned that 
a man by the name of Francis L. Loyd, 
died last week of wounds received on 
the hill. Two persons, by the name 
of Parker, were suspected of having 
murdered Loyd—and Mial Parker, was 
examined on Tuesday of last week, be- 
fore the Police court, and committed 
to prison» There were certain facts 
disclosed on this examination which in- 
culpated Warren Parker, (the brother 
of Mial,) as the principal offender— 
but he had fled. Rily, a constable, 
went in pursuit, and taking with him 
Sheriff Woods of Groton, followed him 
to the Highlands of New Hampshire, 
about ninety miles from Boston, where 
they found him at the house cf his broth. 
er-in-law. They arrested him, and 
binding his arms and legs, brought him 
to this city on Saturday last, where af- 
ter examination he was committed to 
jail for trial. 
—_—_—_— 

MARRIED, 

In this city, on Sunday morning, by the 
Rev. Mr. Wiley, Ezekiel Little, Esq.to Mrs. 
Ruth Barber. 

By the Rev. Mr. Ware, Mr. Isaac F. 
Rowe to Mrs. Sarah Fessenden. 

In Salem, Mr. Josiah Dodge to Miss Eu- 
nice Woodward.— Mr. Elisha F. Bunker, of 
Boston, to Miss Eliza Ring.—Mr. James A. 
Collins, of Gloucester, to Miss Jane Stevens. 

In Portsmouth, Mr. NortonQ: Pope, of 
Boston, to Miss Hitty Jane Perry. 


DIED, 

In this city, on Friday last, Mr. Daniel 
Tuttle, ageds$7.—Mr. William Brown, na- 
tive of England, aged 52.—Mr. Patrick Am- 
brose. \ 

On Saturday, Mr. Joseph Johnson, of Rox- 
bury, aged 79.—Mrs. Elizabeth, wife of Mr. 
Tilly Whitcomb, aged 42. 

In Cambridgeport, Mr. Samuel Payson, 
aged 52, - 

In Cambridge, Mrs. Elizabeth Wyeth, 83- 

In Weston, Mrs,.Hannah Pierce, 33. 

In Sherburne, Miss Eliza F. Wyeth 24. 
|. In Saugus, Martha H. Torrey, 6. 

In Salem, Mrs. Catharine Pickman 38. 


Book and Job Printing. 


MOORE & PROWSE, 








the public that they continue to execute in a 
neat andhandsome style Books, ets, 
Handbills, Cards, Circulars, — » Se, 
at the Office of the MECH.AN JOUR- 
NAL and of ZIONS HE , No. 19, 
CORNHILL, corner STA '; en- 
trance second door fromthe S. W. comer. 

est favor gratefully acknowledged. a 








ESPECTFULLY inform their friends and. 





' Vesis from 1,50 5 









JUST PUBLISHF®, 
ND FOR SALE, by E..ukEDDING, 
and E. WILEY, No. 15, Friend-st. 
and at this office, “A discourse on the 
Shortness and. Calamities of Human Life.” 
By JOSEPH MASH. Local Preacher of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
The profit arising from the above publica- 
tion will be appropriated to the use of the 
Boston Local Preachers, to assist them in 
carrying the gospel to those towns and vil- 
lages where it is little known ; consequently, 
every purchaser is putting his shoulder to 
the work. May 99. 








NOTICE. 


T HE Annual Meeting, of the “* Methodist 
Female Mite Society,” for the choice of 
officers, and other business of the Soeiety, 
will be holden on THURSDAY next, at the 
North Methodist Chapel, at 3 o’clock P. M. 
SALLY SLACK, Sec'ry. 
Boston, May 22, 1023. 





FASHIONABLE 
CLOTHES WAREHOUSE. 


-—_— ue 
ILLIAM W. MOTLEY, would inform 

his friends-and customers that he has 
removed from Elm-street, to No. 4, Suffolk 
Buildings, CONGRESS-STREET, where 
may be found every article usually kept in 
a Woollen Drapery Warehouse. P 

—SsUCcH AS— 
Cloth and Cassimeres of every color, qual 

ity and Manafacture. 


Vestings of every description, amongst 
which is one case very elegant Silk, French 
Patterns. 


OF READY MADE ARTICLES. 
Frocks from $9 to $20 
Coats .* 8 * 30 
Pantaloons 3 * 15 


Suspenders, 
Hosiery & Gloves, 
Umbrellas—Fiannel 
Vests and Drawers, 
Shirts and Hdkfs. Travelling Trunks, 
Cravats and Stocks. | Valeices,&c. &c. 
Gentlemen leaving the city can supply 
themselves with every article they may find 
necessary, either for summer or winter, and 
at the lowest prices. 
All orcers executed at the shortest notice, 
in the first styie and best workmauship. 


("Master Mason’s and Royal Arch Aprons 
and Sashes constantly on hand. 


KP TERMS CASH.£>} 
Ap. 10. 











WESLEYAN HARMONY. 


Tue second edition of the WESLEYAN 
HARMONY, or a Compilation of Cuorce 
tunes for public worship ; adapted to the va- 
rious metres. in the Methodist Mymn Book, 
now in use; with-a table of the Par:jcular 
Metre Hymns; and names of the tunes in 
which they may be sung. Designed particu- 
larly for the Methodist Societies ; and has 
been recommended by the New-England 
Conference. The work contains 144 pages 
and will be found one of the best collections 
of Church Music nowextant. For sale by 
Mes>rs. James Loring and Jonathan Ingalls, 
BOSTON—.Lowell Adams, Providence ; 
Joshua Hubbard and Harrison Gray, Ports- 
mouth; John Premis, Keen, N. H.; Wm. 
Hyde, E. Deleno and Thos. Dodge,Portiand ; 
Enoch Goodale,Saco ; Guodale,Glazier & Co. 
Hallowell ;»Henry Little, Bucksport; and 
by various other Booksellers and traders ; al- 
so by many of the Methodist Ministera, 

Price 50.cents. single. Jan. % 


JUST RECEI? ED, 


From Providence. and for sale by E, 
HEDDING and E. WILEY, No. 15, Friend- 
street, price 20 cents ;—a pamphlet, entitled, 
* Letters to Rev. James Wilson, on the sub- 
ject of his statements, in a late Pamphlet, 
called “A Vindication of Public Justice,” 
&c. Written in Defence of the Late Coun- 
cil, bolden in Beston and Providence.” 
By Rev. Trxotny Merrit. 


OPThe above Pamphlet is forsale at this 
Office. 








DR. CALEB. 


OR Sale at the Bookstore of Lincoln & 
L Edmands, 53 Cornhill, and by the Rev. 
Messrs. Hedding & Wiley, 7, Centre-street ; 
“ The Lifeand Adventures of Dr. Caleb, an 
Allegory—designed principally to amuse and 
edify young . By Aaron Lomumvs, 
’ Minister of the Gospel in Hopkington, Mars. 
Which things are an Allegory. Gal. iv. 24.” 
This interesting little work having had 2 
rapid sale, and a part of the first edition re- 
maining on band, the publisher wishes that 
all may have an opportuuity who desire to 
purchase it, and therefore gives notice that 
it may be had as above, price 50 cents A 
liberal discount made to preachers and others 
who purchase tosellagain. From among @ 
number of recommendations given of this 
work we present the following. 
Lynn Oct. 4th, 1821. 
WE, the subscribers, bavi heard “ The 
“Life and Adventures of Dr. en 
that it is an ingenious Allegory, calculated, 
as the title page 
edify the reader.” 
recommend it to the 
TIMOT 
PHINEHAS PECK. 
WE, the subscribers, = rily 
curso 
read some-parts of “The Lik a Adven- 
tures of Dr. ”* and observed the plaa 
of the whole, are inclined to believe at will be 
an entertaining and useful book, especially 


small-| for young persons. 
Bs 





_ Bosros, May 1,.18%%, 


Ww. WILSON, 
pee ee 
- % IM WILEY.. 























































































































































































Misceltany. 





FOR ZIoN’S HERALD, 
A Paraphrase on the 35th Chap. of Isaiah. 
‘What joyful sound salutes mine ears! 
It was foretold by ancient Seers, 

When Christ my Lerd should come: 
The blooming woods should then rejoice, 
The desert raise a tuneful voice, 

And shout the . ransom’d home. 


How sweet the heavenly numbers flow, 

And giadden all the works below, 
The lord himself is King: 

Carmel and Sharon feel the flame, 

They grace the triumphs of his name, 
And Lebanon doth sing. 


This sacred joy aboundsto all, 

The rich, the poor, the great and small, 
This glory to behold ; 

The Lord appears in glory bright, 

And sheds new lustre on the sight, 
His Church is clothed in gold, 


The lord proclaims the joyful news, 
The weak, in him, his strength renews, 
With boldness he shall stand ; 
The fearful soul shall trust his grace, 
And swiftly run the Christian race, 
-To gain the promis’d land, 


Our Ged, with vengeance soon will come, 
To render all his foes their doom, 

And give his people rest: 
The lame, the halt, the deaf, and blind, 
In him a gracious friend shall find, 

Aad be forever blest. « 


The lame shall leap for pure delight, 
The blind with joy recieve their sight, 
The dumb aloud shall sing: 
The gentle floods of comfort move 
In streams of everlasting love, 
The glories of our King. 


The road to glory now is seen, 

*Tis not defil’d by hateful sin, 
°Tis holy to the Lord : 

The faithful go no more astray, 

The ignorant, here shall find his way, 
His guide the sacred word. 


No hurtful lion shall be there, 

The friends of Zion te ensnare, 
For they are blest of God: 

No cruel foe, or beast of prey, 

Shall then infest the heav’nly way, 
Or tread the narrow road. 


The ransom’d of the Lord shall come, 

With songs to Zion shall return, 
Where joy unites the whole : 

The days of mourning now are o’er, 

On Zion’s peaceful, happy shore, 
Where pleasures fill the soul. 


FOR ZION’S HERALD. 


An Elegy written on the death of Mr. 
Philip Debell, a Methodist Missionary, who 
died some years ago in the West Indies. 


“ What ever farce the boastful hero plays, 
** Virtue alone has majesty in death, 

‘* And greater still the more the tyrant 

frowns.” 

Awake my muse inspire the mournful lay, 
While sacred sorrow fills my trembling soul, 
The lov’d Debell from earth is cal)’d away, 
And speeds triumphant to the heavenly goal. 


Calm were his passions as the summer’s eve, 
But fix’d in virtue’s cause he boldly stood; 
Proclaim’d the truth and taught us to believe 
Life’s greatest pleasure lay in doing good. 


Short was his illness but bis pain severe, 
Stearn death advanc’d now stinglees like a 
friend, 
Sweet consolation banish’d every fear, 
Smiling he view’d his swift approaching end 
Farewell vain world, be. cry’d, 'm going 
home; 
As dire convulsions Seiz’d his dying frame; 
Strong faith stood pointing at a life to come, 
With hope and love attedant in her train. 


Farewell, dear youth, may thy example lead 
Our wayward souls to seek fer joys om high, 
Where angel bands present the victors meed 
And shot thee welcome to thy native sky. 


| St. Philip and St, James’ Day. 
Let the Apostles faith be mine 
“© Lord, IbGimbly pray, 
And let their bright example shine 
Before may eyes alway. 
Not ouly shine before my eyes, 
"Bata ‘my heart 
To seek for truth without di 
eee the better 


rly 
I forever last, 
When earthly scenes are fled away, 





P. L. 


From the Duchess Observer. 
THE GRAVE OF A MOTHER, 
‘¢ Wilt thou, sweet mourner at my stone ap- 
pear, 
And soothe my parted spirit, lingering near ; 
Oh ! wilt thou come, at evening hour to 
shed 
The tearsof memory o’er my narrow bed ; 
With aching templeson thy hand reclined, 
Muse on the last farewell | leave behind ; 
Breathe a deep sigh to winds that murmur 
low, 
And think onall my love and all my woe!” 


It was a pleasant eveaing in November 
that I entered the grave yard. The moon 
shone inher midnight meridian, not a cloud 
was visible, in the firmanent, save one dark 
and heavy that hung inthe west, and por 
tended wind and rain. Musinga nd wander- 
ing ainong the graves, I paused over that of 
my mother. No costly marble reared its 
head to tell that the slumberer beneath had 
once been great ; it was marked by nought 
but the plain simple stone that stood at the 
head, and the willow that had been planted 
by the hand of love and friendship, hung 
silently over it. Not a leas stirred save 
some that were nipped by the pinching 
frosts of autumn, from the tree, and as they 
slowly descended to the earth, were sileny 
monitors of the approach of winter, and de. 
cay of man. 

There is something solemn and serious in 
the stillness of the grave yard when the mind 
is made to feel its weakness, and to turn witb 
reverence ard admiration to that Being whe 
governs the destinies of all, who speaks in 
the thunder’s voice and often says to man in 
vivid lightning, ** Thou shalt die,” He who 
will go to the grave of a relative when the 
moon is shining tranquilly upon it, when a 
around is calm and still, when he can dwell 
with pleasure upon the virtues of him ‘who 
is gone,and prepare to meet with calm resig- 
nation, the voice of the Archangel, and 
the tramp of God,—can alone describe wy 
feelings when standing by the grave of my 
mother. She, who had been to me an affec- 
tionate parent, was now celd and still as the 
clods that covered her! She had exchang- 
ed the toils and troubles of this vain world, 
forthe society of angels and the just made 
perfect. 

I was awakened from my reverie by the 
rain which bad begun to fall around ; the 
cloud that bung in the west had overspread 
the horizon, and the wind as it whispered by, 
almost appeared to pronounce, My son pre- 
pare to follow ! 


The Originand Histury of Newspapers in 
G. Britain, to the Reign of Geo. I. 


[trom Chalmers Life of Ruddiman.]} 
(Concluded. ) 

“Yet are we told, that posts gave rise 1. 
weekly news-papers, which are likewise a 
French invention. The inventor was The- 
ophast Renaudot, physician, who laying his 
scheme before cardinal Richelieu, obtained 
from hima patent for the Paris Gazette, 
which was first published in April 1631.— 
Thus would confident ignorance transfer 
this invention, which is so usefully advan- 
tageous to the governors and the governed, 
from the English Burleigh to the French 
Richelieu. The dates demonstiate, that 
the pleasures and the benefits of a news-pa- 
per were enjoyed in England, more than for- 
ty years before the establishment of the Par- 
is Gazette, by Renaudot, in France. And 
the English Mercuries will remain an incoa- 
testible proof of the existence of a printed 
news-paper in England, at an epoch when 
no other nation can boast.a vebicle of news 
of a similar kind, 

‘ The English Mercurier no longer pro- 
claimed his news, when Elizabeth, speaking 
of the armada, had said, Flavat Deus et disi- 
pantur. A pews-paper had now gratified 
the curiosity of the people, and the curiosi- 
ty of the people would no longer be sat- 
isfied withouta news-paper. Burton com- 
plains, in his Anatomy of Melancholy, which 
wasfirst published in 1614, “ that if any 
bread now-a-day it is a play-book, or a pamph- 
let of newes.” The news-papers were first 
otcasional, and afterwards weekly. Nath- 
aniel Butter, atthe Pyde-Bull, St Austin’s 
gate, established a weekly paper, in August 
1622, entitled, The certain News of this 
present Week. How long Butter, who was 
a great publisher of news, continued hi, 
hebdomadal , 1 am unable to 
tell. He laid little before his readers, which 
could enlarge knowledge, or excite risibility ; 
though his battles may have surprised and 
elevated, and his sieges may alternately 
have agitated-'the hopes ‘and fears of his 





‘Abid time and nature past, 
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| he certainly bad competitors, and imitators. 
| Im February 1625-6,was firet published a fresh 


r of th ee chaplains, and was preferred 






*“ Whatever may have been his success, 


peper of Weekly Bws. The foreign intel- 
ligence of May the 23d, was conveyed in 
number 13. This too was a small quarto of 
14. pages. And it was ‘printed at London 
for Mercurius Britanicus, in 1626. This 
proves sufficiently, that the well known tide 
of Mercurius Britanicus hed a.more early 
origin than has generally been supposed. 
Similar papers were continued, though they 
assumed different names. In the preface of 
the Swedish Intelligencer, which was pub- 
lished in 1632, ‘* now the third time revised, 
corrected, and augmented,” we are assured, 
that, “* very good use have also been made 
ofthe Weekly Currantoes, which ifa man 
of judgment read, he shall find very true and 
very punctual: whosoever will be cunning 
in the places and persons of Germany, and 
would understand her wars, let him not des- 
‘pice Currantoes.” : 

“ Butter, the active news menger of the 
times, was influenced by his interest to tell: 

* News, old news, and such news at you 
never heard of.” He was thus induced td con- 
vert.his Weekly News igto half yearly news. 
And he published the’ German [ntelligen- 
cer, in 1630, and the Swedish Intelligencer, 
in 1631. He had for his compiler, William 
Watts, of Caius college, of whom it may be 
said, that he was educated for other labors; 
Voscius speaks as doctissimus et clarissimus 
Watsius, qui oplime de historia meruit. He 
was born near Lynn in Norfolkofl know 
not what pargutage. After being transplant- 
ed from the banks of the Cam to the groves 
of Oxford, he travelled into several countries, 
mans Wood, and became master of 

iflérent languages. He was on his return, 
iter the accession of Charles 1. made one 
succeésively, to living, and dignities in the 
church ; and adhering manfally to the king’s 
cause, he was sequestered, plundered, and 
left without a shelter for his wife and chil- 
dren. He was carried by his conrage, and 
resentment, into the field with prince Rupert, 
during the hardest of his exploits; and died 
in 1649, on board his fleet, in the harbour of 
Keusule. He had an especial hand, says 
Wood, in sir Henry Speiman’s glossary; he 
edited Mathew Paris; and exclusive of 
other treaties, he published, before the ciyi) 
wars of Eugland began, several numbers of 
new books, in the English tongne (more than 
forty,) coataining the occurrences ‘done in 
the wars between the king of Sweden and 
the Germans. William Watts may, there- 
fore, be deemed the Gallo-Belgicus of 
England. 

“We are now come, by a regular pro. 
gress, to that memorable epech in English 
history, 

** When civil dudgeon first grew high.” 
Each party, whether political or religious, 
now hoped to gain their object, by spreading 
their pretentions. From this source, the 
vation was soon over-run with tracts of every 
size, and various denominations: hence the 
diurnal, continued its hebdomadai round not- 
witbstanding the ridicule of Cleveland, from 
1640 to 1660 amd hence to the differen, 
Mercuries, which were sent abroad, to in- 
flame by their vehemence, or to conciliate 
by their wit; to convince by their argument, 
orto delude by their sophistry. Many ot 
them were written with extraordinary talents 
and published with uncommon courage. The 
great writer of Mercuries was Marchmom 
Needham, who was born in 1620, and was 
educated at Oxford ; who assumed all the 
colours of4ige camelion, during thove 
‘tied’ times: and being discharged from writ. 
jag public intelligence by the countil of 
state, in March 1660, he was allowed to live 
at the Restoration, till at length, says An, 
thony Wood, this most seditious, mutable, 
and railing author, died suddenly in Deve- 
reux Court, in November 1678, 

When hostilities commenced, every event 
during a most eventful period, had its own 
historian, who communicated news from Hull, 
truths from York, warranted tidings from Ire- 
land, and special passages from several 
places. These were all occasional papers. 
Impatient, however, asa disteacted people 
were for information, the news. were never 
distributed daily, The Various news- papers 
‘were published weekly at first ; but, in the 
progress of eyenta, and in the ardour of cu- 
riosity, they were distributed twice or thrice 
in every week, Such were the ‘French 
Intelligencer,” the “ Dutch Spye,”?, the, 
“ Irish Mercury,” and the “Scotch Doye,” 
the *‘ Parliament Kite,”’ and the ‘Secret 
Owl.” Mercurius_Acheronticus brought 
them hebdomadal, News from Hell, Mercu- 
rius Democritus communicated wonderful 
news from the World inthe Moen,the Laugh- 
ing Mercury gave perfect news fromthe An- 


tipodes, and” Mercurius Mastix” faithiully 


| lashed all Scouts, Mercaries, Posts, Spies, 


and other intelligencers. 

“ Amid this clamour of contradiction, this 
activity of ridicule, this tumult of laughter, 
Sco:land was’ not neglected. As early as 
1642 there were published at London, the 
Scots Scout’s Vi-covir.es. On the 30th Sept. 
1643, appeared the Scots Intelligencer, og 
the Week news from Scotland and the Court, 
Oa the same day, flew abroad the Scots 
Dove ; 

* Our Dove tells newses from the king's 

* And of harmonious letters sings.” 

In 1644, arrived weekly, Intelligence from 
the South Borders of Scotland. Mercuriv: 
Scoticus appeared in 1651. And in the sub. 
sequent year, was given out the Theme, or 
Scoto-Presbyter, which with adrnirable rid. 
‘Wale inquires, “ Whether it be net as little 
dishonorable for the Scots to be conquered 
by the English, in 1652, as to have been 
these twelve years past slaves to the cove. 
ant.” All these papers were assuredly 
published in London, ‘#tber to gratify pri. 
Wate interest, or promote ‘public measures, 
thouffi some of them are mistaking)y sup. 
posed’to have been printed at Edinburgh. 
“it isaremarkable fect, which history 
was either too idle to ascertain, or too much 
ashamed to relate, that the arms of Crom- 
well communicated to Scotland, with other 
benefits, the first news-paper, which had 
ever illuminated the gloom, or dispelled 
the fanaticism of the North. Each army 
carried its own printer with it ; expecting 
either to convince by its reasoning, or to de_ 
lude by its falsehood. King Charles cari- 
ed Robert Barker with him to Newcastle, in 
1639. And General Cromwell conveyed 
Christopher Higgins, to Leith, in 1652.— 
When Cromwell had here established a cit- 
adel, Higgins reprinted in November 1652, 
what had been already published at London, 
a Diutnal of some Passages and Affairs, for 
the information of the English soldiers. Mer- 
curius Politicus was first reprinted at Leith, 
on the 26th of October, 1653. The reprint- 
ing of it was transferred to Edinburgh, in 
November, 1654 ; where it continued to be 
published, till the eleveth of April, 1660 and 
was then reprinted under the name of Met- 
curius Publicus. ° 

“The time was, however, at hand, when 
Scot land was to enjoy the luxury of a news- 
paper, which was of Scottish manufacture. 
On the 3ist of December, 1660, appeared at 
Edinburgh, Mercurius Caledonius ; com- 
prising the affairs in agitation in Scotland, 
with a survey of foreign intelligence. It 
was a son of the bishop of Orkney, Thomas 
Sydserfe, who now thought he had the wit 
to amuse, the knowledge te instruct, and 
the address to captivate, the lovers of news, 
in Scotland. But he was only able, with 
all his powers, toextend his publication to 
ten nambers, which were very loyal, very 
illiterate, and very ‘affected. 

‘* Even after the Restoration, the new:- 
papers which were'published by authority, 
at London, continued to be reprinted at Ed- 
jnburgh, thougtr not by the hand of Higgins. 
The Mercurius Publicus was here published 
till it was superseded by The Kingdom's In- 
telligenicer, which still retailed the news of 
London to the people of Scotland. 

** In the annals of our literature, and our 
freedom, it isa memorable fact, that there 
wat-not-a-news-paper printed in Scotland, 
at the era of the Revolution. The few 
had doubtless instructed themselves, during 
several years, from the London Gazette. 
And the many had’ bed too busy, during 
the late times, with the affairs of the other 
World, to be. very anxious about the events 
ofthis. Yet, were.the estates of Scotland 
who assembled at. Ediuburgh on the 14th of 
March, 1689, and the mobs which outraged 
oa that occasion, both law and religion, sul- 
ficiently inflamed, without the agency of a 
news-paper. 
| ‘“ Whatever freedom, either of thought or 
‘of printings. may have been, established in 
Scotland, by the Revelution, ten years elap- 
\ged before it, was deemed safe by the public, 
‘or advantageous by an individual, to print a 
news-paper. The Edinburgh Gazette was 
at, length published by authority, in February 
'1699, by James .Watson, who isstill:remem- 
bered for his, history of the Art of Printing: 
‘Raving published only forty-orie numbers, 
he transferred, in July 1699, the Edinburgh 
Gazette to John Reid, on whose death it be- 
jcame the property of Jobn Reid, his son, who 
continued to print the Edinburgh Gazette, 
even after the Union. Watson was for sev- 
eral years, the great news-monger of Scot- 
land,.as Butter had been of England, during 
the prior age. _ In February, 1705, he estab- 
gelwe ite the Courant, which, after 

f y- -five numbers, he relin- 
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